


In Honor and Loving Memory of . . . 

GIOVANNI CAPOGNA MICHAEL A. CAPOGNA 

You will forever be in our hearts and will continue 
to be in our source of strength and inspiration. 

 

All our love forever, 
 

Loreto, John, Anthony 
And 

Your loving family 



    In this journal we pay tribute to the presidency of Gary Caparco. We celebrate our 

lodge’s 60-years history, and we will remember those who left us last year including 

Presidents Jimmy Raffa & Joe Carbone, State President Michele Ment, and National 

President Peter Zuzolo. 

    Finally, I would like to thank all our sponsors, our scholarship committee and all 

my members who support the continued success of our lodge.  

 

  President’s Message  

Fraternally, 

Frank Franchi 

President 

    On February 16th the Columbus Lodge reaches a 60th 

anniversary milestone. Over 4,400 member have passed 

through our doors. Some have stayed for a cup of coffee 

while others have left a lasting legacy.  As we enter this year, 

our membership is at an eight year high and we have new 

and expanding programs for our members. Last summer we 

held our 45th year annual scholarship awards luncheon for 

local students and awarded 14 scholarships. I’ve been told 

that since this program began we have awarded 665 

scholarships.  This is an amazing accomplishment!     

February 16, 2024 

Hello Brothers, Sisters, and Friends: 



Message 

From the Journal Editor  

    First, my congratulations to Frank Franchi on formally being 

elected our 39th President of Columbus Lodge #2143.   

    Last summer, we held our 45th Annual Scholarship 

Luncheon. I want to acknowledge all the dignataries who joined 

us: Town Suppervisor Joe Saladino, Receiver of Taxes Jeff 

Pravato, Councilman Steve Labriola, and State Assemblyman 

John Mikulin and our featured speaker, local businessman Ken 

Chapey. Many thanks to all of you for sharing your life 

experience with these high-acheiving students.  

     I would also like to aknowledge the hard work of all those members who came to 

led a hand including my “generals” Pete Raffeale and Chris Zammit and our support 

team: Gary Caparco, Eddie Esposito, Matto Ferro, Vincent Franchi, Phil Gerace, 

Murray Kaplan, Chris Molina, Sal Polito, Sal Valente, Rosemary Raffaele, my 

photographer Maria Caparco, and my wife Margie. This team came through with 

creative ways to increase the program’s funding for the future and made last summer’s 

students feel special.   

Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Friends: 

February 16, 2024  

Fraternally, 

Edward P. Bochynski 
Past President &  

Commemorative Journal Chairman/Editor 

     

 

  

     And finally, I wish to thank all the support of our local merchants who have been 

the backbone of support for this program.  







About Our 36th President 
GARY CAPARCO 

    Gary Caparco achieved a 13-year dream when he was installed as the 37th President of 

the lodge on March 1, 2020 and reelected the following year.  Less than two weeks after he 

took office, the Corona virus plagued the Metropolitan area, the Country, and the World. 

Everything stopped but Gary found a way to move the lodge forward.   

 

    Gary joined the Council in 2007 and served four years as 

Trustee, was appointed Principle Trustee, and elected 

Recording Secretary.  He had two failed attempts at ascending 

to a Chair-Officer position but his resilience paid off in 2014 

when he emerged victorious in a five man “royal rumble” 

followed by a run-off against the incumbent Orator.   

    In 2020, Gary ran unopposed for both V.P. positions and, at 

age 63, Gary Caparco was unchallenged and installed as the 

37th president of the lodge. President Caparco just finished his 

acceptance speech expressing his goals for the upcoming year 

when a National directive canceled all Sons of Italy events, 

meeting, and fund-raising events; the Country was in lock-down. 

The corona virus pandemic arrived and would change the way 

we lived. It shut down the world and tested President Caparco’s 

leadership throughout his presidency.  

     Gary was sponsored by the legendary Pete Gisonda, was initiated into the lodge in Nov. 

2004, and given membership #3939. He has been chairman of several notable committees 

including the annual Christmas Dance on three occasions, St. Joseph Dance twice, picnic 

twice, House Rules Committee, and Membership committee. During his 5-year tenor as 

Membership Chairman, the NYS Grand Lodge recognized the Columbus Lodge with a 

plaque for installing 50 new members during a one year cycle.  

Above, Gary in a March, 2000 

installation photo 

 President Caparco and his Chair officers adjusted quickly by instituting internet-based 

“ZOOM” meetings and a “drive by” Children’s Christmas Party. He upgraded the lodge’s 

webpage and expanded use of the Calling Post for membership communication. Social 

distancing, taking temperatures, and wearing masks became routine. Not cutting a break, 

Gary’s second term began with a zoom meeting installation. Transition back was slow but 

included a picnic, a limited scholarship program, a LI Ducks game, a children’s Christmas 

party, and 25th Anniversary of the Italian Feast & Festival. His welcome back dinner/dance 

was a bonus.   

    When one enters the office of Presidency, there are thoughts of new programs and 

growth for the lodge but as each president discovers they must adapt to their circumstances.  

At a time when many lodges folded or merged, President Caparco kept the lodge enrollment 

steady, the membership engaged, and kept the lodge solvent during two years of pandemic 

disruption. When his term ended, Gary took a much needed pause. 

   Gary grew up in Queens and spent some time on Wall Street. After pursuing a broad 

range of career paths, Gary settled in as a letter carrier with the U.S. Postal Service before 

retiring in 2019. Gary and wife Maria live in their N. Massapequa home and are known as 

shutter bugs, capturing a broad range of lodge moments. 





HIGH SCHOLASTIC AWARD  
Angelina Barba 
 

Plainedge High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evelyn McCabe 

Bethpage High School 

Farmingdale High School 

Massapequa High School 

Joseph D’Arrigo 

Alexa Napoli 

Julianna Corzza 

St. Dominick High School 

Levittown High School 

Plainedge High School 

Plainedge High School 

Plainedge High School 

Brian Koppleman 

Jovianna Bennett 

Miranda Garvey 

Salvina Neerudu 

Anjheli Delgado 

Farmingdale High School 

Plainedge High School 

Plainedge High School 

Jenna Guerrieri 

Alvina Ameer 

Aleeza Mughal  

SUNY Binghamton 

Molloy University 

Binghamton University 

SUNY Oswego 

John J College 

Rodchester Inst. Of Tech. 

SUNY Polytechnic 

Adelphi University 

Quinnipac University 

Binghamton University 

NY Institute of Technology 

SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

P. VINCENT LANDI AWARD 

ZABBIA AWARD FOR HEALTH CARE 

EXCELLANCE  IN ITALIAN LANGUAGE 

Plainedge High School University of Chicago 

SCOTTO AWARD  

(Graduate) 

Ryan Gulko SUNY Plattsburgh Marist College 

Lycuming College 



Guest Speaker Ken Chapey  

Daler’s Best: Jenna & Alexa 

Top Scholastic: Angelina Macchi-Barba 

Columbus Lodge 2023 Scholarship Award Winners 



The Men of Columbus Lodge  (Sons of Italy) 

Ryan Gulko, Scotto Award 

Brian Koppleman, Landi Award 

ZABBIA Award: Evelyn McCabe 

Landi Award Jovianna Bennett 













RAFFA 

 WILSON 

 BELLESE  CAPARCO 

 GATTO 

 MUSARRA  DeROSA  JUBA  BOCHYNSKI CARBONE 

VELLA 

RAGNO 

NOVARRO SCOTTO 

PETRONE 

RONCALLO 

COLANTONE GIORDANO 

MAGLIATO 

VENTIERA 

SALADINO DORSI LANDI BARNELLO AGRESTA VIGLIETTA 

TRINCA IANNONE 

GUERRIERI 

GIAMMALVO FASULLO FRLORIANI CANGEMI CARDASCIA Di DOMENICO 

THE MEN WHO PASSED THE GAUNTLET OF  

LEADERSHIP TO THEIR SCUCCESSOR. 

 BOCHYNSKI 

 MUSARRA 

 MUSARRA 

FRANCHI 























   
 

 

 

 
CARING IS EVERYTHING 

Chapey & Sons is a family owned and operated Funeral Home that has been 

faithfully serving Long Island for nearly seventy years.  We are committed to caring 

for families as if they were our own, with professionalism and compassion. 

 

Day and night we are here to answer your call, to come when death occurs, care 

for the one who has died and provide support to the survivors. 

East Islip 
200 East Main St 

East Islip, NY 11730 

(631) 581-5600 

Bethpage 
20 Hicksville Road 

Bethpage, NY 

11714 

(516) 731-5600 

West Islip 
1225 Montauk Hwy 

West Islip, NY 

11795 

(631) 661-5644 





Nicholas & Maureen 

Viglietta 

60 YEARS 
Keep up the Good Work 
Columbus Lodge #2143 

CHARTER MEMBER 

VENERABLE COLUMBUS LODGE 1972-74 

NEW YORK STATE PRESIDENT 1985-1989 

MEMBER BENE EMERITUS 



Lovingly, 

Margie & Edward P. Bochynski 
PAST PRESIDENT (2013-14) 

In Loving Memory of . . .  

Louise Bochynski 

& 

Past President Ed Bochynski 



In Loving Memory of . . .  
 
 
 

John Michael Bove 
1950 – 1972 

 

and  
 

Salvatore J. Bove  
“Sonny” 

 

1923-2018 
 

 

YOU ARE ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS 

 
 
 
 

BEST WISHES . . .   
 

COLUMBUS LODGE #2143 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

TO THE  
 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Pauline Bove & Family 
Past President Ladies Auxiliary 



ALWAYS BE PROUD OF 

YOUR HERITAGE! 

Brother Nick Pallente 



Best Wishes 

To  

All the Scholarship Recipients  

from 

Give us a call today! 

We'll make sure you and your family are 

properly protected.    

For a quote call 516-430-6530 

Española 516-799-2648 

The Zabbia Insurance Agency, Inc  

744 N Broadway N Massapequa, NY 11758 US 

Office (516) 799-3800 Fax (516) 799-5424 

tel:5167993800
tel:5167993800
tel:5167993800
tel:5167995424
tel:5167995424
tel:5167995424


MAURO GASPARINI, M.D., P.C. 

ADAM CARPENTIERI, D.O. 

and 

ASSOCIATES 

Congratulations  

to 

All the Winners! 

INTERNAL MEDICINE 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Tel.: (516) 799-2555 ♦ Fax: (516) 799-2595 
 

119 NEW YORK AVENUE 

MASSAPEQUA, NEW YORK 11755 







CONGRATULATION  
to 

Columbus Lodge #2143 
on  

60 YEARS  

long  island  oral  surgeons 



Mid Country Collision Inc. 
59 Brooklyn Avenue. 

Massapequa, NY 11758 

(516) 799-2000 

midcountrycollission@gmail.com 

CONGRATULATION  

to 

Columbus Lodge #2143 

on 60 YEARS  



Best Wishes  

to  

GARY CAPARCO  
and  

Congratulations to  

All the Scholarship Recipients 

 

HOME LODGE 

Offering Business Opportunities For Sixty Years. 

from 

COLUMBUS 



CELL: 



CONGRATULATIONS 
to 

Columbus Lodge #2143 

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS! 



CONGRATULATIONS   
TO THE 

OUTSTANDING HONOREE  
 

IPP GARY CAPARCO  
AND  

BEST WISHES  

COLUMBUS LODGE #2143 

YOURS TRULY,   
 

AL & DIANE DeBLASIO  
DISTRICT II STATE DEPUTY  

 



Congratulations 
to Past President of  

 

Columbus Lodge2143 
 

Gary Caparco 
 

On a job well done! 
  

Sons of AMVETS 
 

Squadron 88 
 

Massapequa, NY  
  



CONGRATULATIONS   
TO  

GARY CAPARCO  
AND  

BEST WISHES  

COLUMBUS LODGE #2143 

On 60 YEARS! 



 Congratulations to the  
Scholarship Award Recipients   

 

 Frank Franchi 

 Jim SanFillippo 

 Paul Calissi 

 Ed Bochynski 

 Fred Bellise 

 Gary Caparco 

 Mike Iannone 

 Tony Ventiera 

 Al DeBlasio 

 Peter Bochynski 

 Matthew Canizio 

 Anthony Capogna 

 Peter Caputo 

 Rich Catapano 

 Ken Ciano 

 Tom Conti 

 Frank Coletti 

 

 

 

 Joe Contorno 

 Peter D’Angelo 

 John DeGregorio 

 Phil “Bob” DeRita 

 Charles DiPrima 

 Danny Egher 

 Eddie Esposito 

 John Erigo 

 Bob Fazio 

 Matt Farino 

 Al Ferrara 

 Calogero Ferro 

 Vincent Franchi 

 Philip Gerace 

 Joe Igilio 

 John Keruse 

 Frank Loverde 

 

 

 

 Peter Maresco 

 Chris Molina 

 Anthony Napolitano 

 Joe Napoli 

 Joe Nolerico 

 Antonio Prisco 

 Peter Raffaele 

 Mike Savallo 

 George Sardos 

 Anthony Sparalino 

 Frank Tiscione 

 Carlo Traglia 

 Bob Yopp 
 Joe Giannattasio 

 Joseph  Giannattasio 

 Jason Giannattasio 

 AnthonyGiannattasio 

 StephenGiannattasio 

 RaffaeleGiannattasio 
 GerardoGiannattasieSr 

 GerardoGiannattasie 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 The Members of  
Columbus Lodge #2143 

Support you!  



Stuart’s Pharmacy 
• Discounts  • Lotto  • Cards  • We Deliver 

John Mezzetta, R.Ph., President 

Franco Doria, R.Ph., Vice-President 

 

Best Wishes  

from 
 

PHONE: (516) 799-5858 ⸎ FAX: (516) 799-5882 

681 BROADWAY 

MASSAPEQUA, NEW YORK 11758 



 
ALWAYS REMEMBERED 

 

Your Loving Family 
 
 



 

 Better Homes and Gardens  

 Real Estate Dream Properties 

 980 Broadway 

 Massapequa, NY 11758 

 Phone: 516.984.3791 

From 

SAL POLITO 

Best Wishes to 

All the Scholarship Recipients 



 

ASSEMBLYMAN  

JOHN MIKULIN  

Congratulations  
to  

Columbus Lodge  

Celebrating 60 Years! 
 

17th District Office 

1975 Hempstead Turnpike 

Suite 202 

East Meadow, NY 11554 

516-228-4960 

Fax: 516-228-4963 

mikulinj@nyassembly.gov 

tel:1-516-228-4960
tel:1-516-228-4960
tel:1-516-228-4960
tel:1-516-228-4960
tel:1-516-228-4960


Fraternally, 

Michael Iannone 
PAST PRESIDENT 1984-1985 

Best Wishes  
To 

GARY CAPARCO 
and  

Congratulations  
To Our Scholarship Recipients 



 

S
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COLUMBUS LODGE #2143 
CONGRATULATION ON 60 YEARS 

AND 

CONGRATULATION TO THE 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

FROM 

AL & ROSEMARIE FERRARA 

 Better Homes and Gardens  

 Real Estate Dream Properties 

 980 Broadway 

 Massapequa, NY 11758 

 Phone: 516.633.1435 

 
From 

KEITH WILSON 

Best Wishes to 

GARY CAPARCO  
And  

Columbus Lodge 60 Wonderful years  
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Congratulation to 
Columbus Lodge Our Scholarship Award Recipients 

Always Remembered By, 
Philip “Bobby” DeRita 

A member of Columbus Lodge 

And  
Your Loving Family 

In Loving Memory of  
 

Phyllis “Cookie” DeRita 
 

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS 

Congratulations  

to all 

COLUMBUS LODGE  

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!  

FRANK & FRANCES BELTRANI 
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Congratulations on 60 Years 

Columbus Lodge #2143 
 

 

 

 

Dr. Calabro Lodge  

No. 3011 
MASTIC BEACH, NY 
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Congratulations on 60 Years 
Brother and Sisters of  

Columbus Lodge #2143 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 
Established March 28, 1915 

 



In Loving Memory of Our Beloved Son 

 

CAPT. JOHN S. MOSCHELLA - FDNY  
 

All our love forever, 
Sal and Marjorie Moschella 

 
9/11 Never  Forget 

Many Thanks to 

Lou Caponi for his 

year of supporting our 

higher education 

program. Lou 

contributed quietly, 

without fanfare.  



HON. ANGELO D. RONCALLO 
(Founding member) 

1927-2010 
 

AND  
 

Daughter JEAN RONCALLO 
1959-2020 

 
 

 

Always Remembered 
The Membership 



How do you replace the irreplaceable? 
 

Rest in Peace 
Louis J. Gallo Jr. 

1946-2022 

From 
Your Friends at  

Columbus Lodge #2143 



COMING THIS FALL . . .  

THIS IS A ONCE IN A GENERATION EVENT, BUY YOUR TICKETS EARLY! 

























Embassy DINER 
4280 Hempstead Tpk. 

Bethpage, NY 11714 

(516) 796-1132 

CONGRATULATION  
to 

Columbus Lodge #2143 

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS  


