


In Honor and Loving Memory of . . . 

GIOVANNI CAPOGNA MICHAEL A. CAPOGNA 

You will forever be in our hearts and will continue 
to be in our source of strength and inspiration. 

 

All our love forever, 
 

Loreto, John, Anthony 
And 

Your loving family 



 

    In this journal, my friend and past president Fred Bellise is honored for his 

contributions to the lodge. Fred is the 36th President of our lodge. It has been 

rumored that Fred joined Columbus on his final journey to the Americas.  

    This journal will also remember those who departed over the past twelve months 

including our 29th President Sal Petrone and long time Trustee Mike Parisi.  Finally, 

many thanks to the members and officers who made this year a success. May liberty, 

equality and fraturnity always be in our hearts and in our vision. 

 

  President’s Message  

Fraternally, 

Jimmy Raffa 

President 

    This year’s annual commorative journal’s front cover 

has Christopher Columbus landing in the Americas. I’m 

told this is only the fourth time that Columbus has been 

featured on the front cover of our journals. He was a great 

exploror who embraced brotherhood and fellowship.  

   Last summer we held our 44th Annual Scholarship 

Luncheon for local students and awarded 15 scholarships 

and since this program began we have awarded over 651 

scholarships. 

February 4, 2023 

Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Friends:: 



Message 

From the Journal Editor  

This is my 15th journal (3rd digital). My first journal was in 

2007 honoring Past President Sal Petrone, who passed away in 

early 2022. Pete Gisonda, a member since 1964, showed me the 

ropes of preparing a journal and his guidance was appreciated.  

So why have I Chaired this for 15-years? IPP Gary Caparco 

once told me, “it must be a labor of love.” Gary, might be right. 

These journals create a tangible historical document on lodge 

activities and provides information about past leaders and great 

lodge accomplishments. It also gives insight about contribution 

given by hard working members whose efforts, sometimes, goes 

without fanfare.     

    Back in 2013, when I took the oath of office as president, I gave the “keys” to the scholarship 

committee to Bill Murphy and for nine (9) years he carried on our tradition.  In 2022, I was asked 

to return  as Chairman of the 44th Annual Scholarship Luncheon. With the grace of the good Lord, 

it ran very well. So many people to thank for their support of the luncheon and this journal 

including: President Raffa, Pete Raffaele, Mike Bonavia, the Franchi’s, Chris Molina, Murray 

Kaplan, my son Peter Bochynski, Sal Polito, Paul Calissi, Matto Ferro, Chris Zammit, Lee 

Barrella, and my photographer Maria Caparco. 

Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Friends: 

February 4, 2023  

Fraternally, 

Edward P. Bochynski 
Past President &  

Commemorative Journal Chairman/Editor 





About Our 36th President 
FRED J. BELLISE 

    Fred J. Bellise was installed as the 36th President of the lodge on March 4, 2018 and a year later was 

reelected to a second term, by affirmation. Like many past presidents, Fred’s journey is one of perseverance 

and determination.    

  Fred’s journey begins after a decided to retire from a business career that 

spanned nearly four decades. He was initiated as Columbus Lodge member 

#4028 in 2008. Enjoying his interaction with fellow members and the evening 

card games, a year later he was encouraged to join the Council by two Past 

Presidents, Tony & Frank Musarra. He was elected Trustee in 2009.  

    After an election setback (2011), Fred rejoined the Council and was 

appointed Principle Trustee (2012). The following year Fred was elected Orator 

and served on the lodge’s 50th Council.  At the lodge’s 50th Anniversary Gala, 

Fred saw history live as 17 past presidents attended the event.  

    While moving up the Chair Officer ranks Fred served as Co-Chairman 

on numerous committees including the on Feast & Festival, House Rules 

Committee, Lions Den Christmas Party, and Tenant & Building 

Committee. These committees gave Fred a breath of lodge and prepared 

him for the future challenges he would face as president.  

     As president, Fred brought back structure and a sense of leadership that, in some circles, was 

perceived as missing in recent years. His diplomatic skills improved a deteriorated relationship with 

the Grand Lodge. He negotiated the smooth transition of a new tenant, invested a million dollars into 

building improvements, and brought back some traditional fraternal activities while encouraging and 

acting upon new ideas. Two highly successful new programs was Casino Night and An Evening with 

Mystic Paul Miller. His most difficult decision was disbanding the Ladies Auxiliary due to 

insubordination. Fred’s appointed a dynamic new member, Frank Franchi, as Membership Chairman 

would stifle declining membership rolls. And his paired Bill Murphy with Tony Ventiera as Feast & 

Festival Co-Chairman. The two men brought unparalleled financial success to the event. Since his 

term as president ended, Fred became a lifetime member in 2020 and continues to be a well 

respected resource at Council meetings.   

    Fred’s early childhood was during World War II and his teenage years during the Korean War.  In 

the last 1950s Fred was drafted and proudly served in the U.S. Army. Upon leaving with an 

honorable discharge, Fred’s career would take different turns. He would eventually land in the 

circulation department at a major Long Island newspaper, Newsday, where he rose to an executor 

position.  

    While expanding the circulation of the New York Newsday, Fred had the opportunity to meet 

businessman Donald Trump. The two went toe to toe but in the end Fred got the rights to have 

Newsday in the lobby of Trump Towers. Fred’s crowning achievement at Newsday was meeting his 

future spouse Sandra (Sandy) Fleischer. Fred and Sandy married on December 8, 1987 and currently 

live in Old Bethpage.  

  
    Fred elevated to the V.P. level for the next four years. It was during this time where circumstances 

led to opportunities. During prolonged absences by the President, Fred was given the gavel and 

presided over meetings, made business decisions effecting the building, med and interacted with 

other lodges and the Grand lodge, and gained the support and trust of his membership. 

Above, Fred in a 2018 photo 



A Year in Review 

2022-2023  









HIGH SCHOLASTIC AWARD 

Kaitlyn DiThomas Plainedge High School 

Plainedge High School 

Plainedge High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgia Sideridis 

Olivia Vivolo 

MacArthur High School 

Plainedge High School 

Joseph Pardi 

Michael Falacara 

H.F. Carey High School 

Massapequa High School 

Massapequa High School 

Plainedge High School 

Ridgefield High School 

West Babylon High School 

Massapequa High School  

Thomas Novello 

Michael Augello 

Tyler Rubinfeld 

Allyssa Papasordero 

Oliver Himbaurer 

Tylor  Ferragamo 

Olivia Rizzo 

Kellenberg High School 

Charlotte Catholic H.S. 

Farmingdale High School 

Matthew Birney 

Angelo Foto 

Ariana Boodoo 

Auburn University 

Stony Brook University 

Sacred Heart University 

Adelphi University 

SUNY Old Westbury 

NYIT 

St. John University 

Maritime 

Neumann University 

U. Of Texas at Austin 

SUNY at Cortland 

Adelphi University 

University of Dayton 

Central Piedmont C.C. 

Nassau C.C. 

SCHOLASTIC ACHEIVEMENT AWARD 

P. VINCENT LANDI AWARD 

ZABBIA AWARD FOR HEALTH CARE 

EXCELLANCE  IN ITALIAN LANGUAGE 









Commission for Social Justice 

        WHAT IS THE COMMISSION FOR 

SOCIAL JUSTICE? 

    The Commission for Social Justice 

(CSJ) is the anti-defamation arm of the 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in 

America. 

           The CSJ was founded in 1979 to fight 

stereotyping of Italian Americans by the 

entertainment, advertising, and media 

industries. The CSJ also collaborates with 

other groups to ensure that people of all 

races, religions, and cultures are treated 

with dignity and respect.  
  

  WHAT IS THE NYS OSIA GRAND 

LODGE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE?          

    The Executive Committee sets 

guidelines and updates local lodges of 

current activities. This Committee is also 

in contact with the National CSJ and NYS 

Grand Lodge and works throughout the 

United States to assist in the National 

Office initiatives. 
  

 WHAT IS THE CSJ AND COLUMBUS 

LODGE’S HISTORICAL CONNECT-

ION? 

    The CSJ was founded in 1979 by P. 

Vincent Landi, a founding member and 

the First President of Columbus Lodge. At 

that time Landi incorporate the National 

CSJ into a separate Section 501 (c ) (3) 

charitable exempt-organization.  

    Since the early days of the CSJ during 

the 1980s, the Executive Committee has 

had representations from the Columbus 

Lodge. In addition to Landi, Joe Cangemi 

and Nick Viglietta, both past presidents of 

Columbus Lodge and Grand Lodge,  also 

served on the CSJ Executive Committee. 

  

  

    Columbus Lodge member Tony Romeo 

(whose wife Teri founded the Gift of Sight 

program) and past Presidents Dan 

Calontone, and  Vincent DeRosa began 

serving in the late-1990s and early-

2000s.  And currently past Presidents Ed 

Bochynski and Keith Wilson are serving 

on the CSJ Executive Committee. 
  

 CAN ANYONE SERVE ON THE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE? 

 Sitting on the Executive Committee is by 

invitation only via National CSJ President, 

NYS Grand Lodge President, or NYS 

CSJ Chairman. Any member of the Order 

can participate through their local lodge 

as a CSJ liaison. 
 

.   WHAT WERE CSJ ACHIEVEMENTS 

IN 2022?   

 1) Protected the statues of Christopher 

Columbus against vandals and 

destructive revisionists in the cities of 

Philadelphia, PA and Rochester, NY. 

These statues symbolize Italian-American 

accomplishments.  

 2) Prevented NYS Governor Hochul from 

renaming the Columbus Day Parade to 

Indigenous People Day Parade. 

 3) Prevented the Superintendent in 

Beacon, NY from removing Columbus 

Day from the school calendar.  

 4) Achieved a Court Order preventing 

Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney from 

removing statue of Columbus, which  was 

erected in 1876. 

 5) And recommend reading the book: 

“Christopher Columbus, The Hero” by 

Rafael; which defends Christopher 

Columbus against revisionists. 

  

  



           I would like to begin this article with  

a renewed focus on our constant battle in 

the education of the Italian American 

community, specifically our youth.  We 

are all too familiar with the false 

narratives prevalent in our education 

system that malign Christopher 

Columbus.  We must continue to battle 

those narratives. I think, however, we 

cannot forget that we have so many 

positive thinkgs to say about our culture 

and heritage. We must be proud of it. 

We must present this positive image 

when we speak about your ancestors and 

the many cultural, social, and political 

contributions that the Italian American 

community has provided this great 

country.  

           We at CSJ have made available a 

resource page that can be used by our 

members to find information regarding 

that positive image while combating the 

false narratives that exist in our 

education system. Our educational 

programs can be used from kindergarten 

to 12th grade. Please take advantage of 

this resource page. It is important that 

we continue to fight through education.    

           CSJ continues to play a part 

nationally as a major component of 

The Conference of Presidents of Major 

Italian American Organizations 

 

Commission for Social Justice 
Founded by Columbus Lodge’s first President, P. Vincent Landi, the Commission for Social 

Justice (CSJ) is the anti-defamation arm of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

(OSDIA), largest & oldest national organization for men and women of Italian descent in the U.S. 

        (COPOMIAO). It was a historic week in 

Rome and within Vatican City in May as 

a delegation of Italian Americans leaders 

from COPOMIAO met with 

Government officials and Pope Francis 

to advance cultural and religious 

initiatives. 

           Judge Basil M. Russo, President of 

COPMIAO, also conducted a panel 

discussion with Italian Supreme Court 

justices, met with the Italian Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, and sat 

down with the Vatican’s Secretary of 

State to pinpoint issues of mutual 

concern.   

           The CSJ is consistently looking to 

form partnerships and alliances 

throughout our nation. We are working 

with these partners to promote public 

policy, advocacy initiatives, and the 

Italian languages in the United States.  

            It is all of us working together as one, 

projecting a positive image and 

educating our youth, that will allow the 

Italian American community to remain 

strong as we continue our battle to 

preserve Columbus Day and Columbus 

Statues that are symbols of our proud 

heritage.   

  Sempre Avanti! 

                  Robert M. Ferrito 

                President, National CSJ 

 

 









 In Loving Memory of Michael  P. Parisi . . .  
 

ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS, 

WORTHY BROTHER 

“IT IS WHAT IT IS” 

THE SAVALLO 
AND  

THE CAPOGNA FAMILIES 





In Memory of  
SALVATORE “SAL” PETRONE 

  (July 14, 1951 – January 17, 2022)  
29TH PRESIDENT OF COLUMBUS LODGE #2143 (2006-07) 

 

From  

The Members of Columbus Lodge #2143 









   
 

 

 

 
CARING IS EVERYTHING 

Chapey & Sons is a family owned and operated Funeral Home that has been 

faithfully serving Long Island for nearly seventy years.  We are committed to caring 

for families as if they were our own, with professionalism and compassion. 

 

Day and night we are here to answer your call, to come when death occurs, care 

for the one who has died and provide support to the survivors. 

East Islip 
200 East Main St 

East Islip, NY 11730 

(631) 581-5600 

Bethpage 
20 Hicksville Road 

Bethpage, NY 

11714 

(516) 731-5600 

West Islip 
1225 Montauk Hwy 

West Islip, NY 

11795 

(631) 661-5644 



 Congratulations to 
The Scholarship Award 

Recipients   

 

• Jimmy Raffa 

• Paul Calissi 

• Ed Bochynski 

• Peter Bochynski 

• Tony Ragno 

• Keith Wilson 

• John DeGregorio 

• Richie Ravalico 

• Murray Kaplan 

• Rocco Napoli 

• Frank Gatto 

• Danny Eger 

• Joe Polimeni 

• Jerry Spatafora 

• George Sardos 

• Donald Visconti 

• Bob Yopp 

• Chris Zammit 

 

 

• Gary Caparco 

• Mike Iannone 

• Tony Ventiera 

• Frank Franchi 

• Vincent Franchi 

• Philip Gerace 

• Joe Meo 

• Sal Polito 

• Matt Farino 

• Peter Maresco 

• Ken Ciano 

• Peter Cicciore 

• Calogero Ferro 

• Peter D’Angelo 

• Charles DiPrima 

• Frank Tiscione 

• Jim SanFillippo 

• Jamie SanFillippo 

 

 

• Al DeBlasio 

• Al Ferrara 

• Matteo Ferro 

• Chris Molina 

• Peter Raffaele 

• Peter Ciccione 

• Anthony Cintolino 

• Dave Culkr 

• Bill Gialloreto 

• Richie Langone 

• Tom Langone 

• Al Scarpelli 

• Joe Giannattasio 

• Joseph  Giannattasio 

• Jason Giannattasio 

• StevenGiannattasio 

• AnthonyGiannattasio 

• GerardoGiannattasie 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 The Members of  
Columbus Lodge #2143 

Support you!  



Nicholas & Maureen 

Viglietta 

Keep up the Good Work 

Columbus Lodge #2143 

CHARTER MEMBER 

VENERABLE COLUMBUS LODGE 1972-74 

NEW YORK STATE PRESIDENT 1985-1989 

MEMBER BENE EMERITUS 



Lovingly, 

Margie & Edward P. Bochynski 
PAST PRESIDENT 

In Loving Memory of . . .  

Louise Bochynski 

& 

Past President Ed Bochynski 



Stuart’s Pharmacy 
• Discounts  • Lotto  • Cards  • We Deliver 

John Mezzetta, R.Ph., President 

Franco Doria, R.Ph., Vice-President 

 

Best Wishes  

from 
 

PHONE: (516) 799-5858 ⸎ FAX: (516) 799-5882 

681 BROADWAY 

MASSAPEQUA, NEW YORK 11758 





Best Wishes 

To  

All the Scholarship Recipients  

from 

Give us a call today! 

We'll make sure you and your family are 

properly protected.    

For a quote call 516-430-6530 

Española 516-799-2648 

The Zabbia Insurance Agency, Inc  

744 N Broadway N Massapequa, NY 11758 US 

Office (516) 799-3800 Fax (516) 799-5424 

tel:5167993800
tel:5167993800
tel:5167993800
tel:5167995424
tel:5167995424
tel:5167995424




MAURO GASPARINI, M.D., P.C. 

ADAM CARPENTIERI, D.O. 

and 

ASSOCIATES 

Congratulations  

to 

All the Winners! 

INTERNAL MEDICINE 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Tel.: (516) 799-2555 ♦ Fax: (516) 799-2595 
 

119 NEW YORK AVENUE 

MASSAPEQUA, NEW YORK 11755 



ALWAYS BE PROUD OF 

YOUR HERITAGE! 

Brother Nick Pallente 







INFINITI OF MASSAPEQUA 

Best Wishes  

from 
 

 

INFINITI of Massapequa 

carries an impressive 

selection of new and pre-

owned cars, crossovers and 

SUVs in Massapequa. We 

also have lease specials on 

new INFINITI vehicles, 

offered at competitive prices. 

If you’re looking for new or 

pre-owned, you'll be happy 

you chose INFINITI of 

Massapequa. 



Rest in Peace 

Pasquale Andrew 
Vitagliano 

1940-2021  

 

 

 

 

Pasquale Vitagliano, DDS proudly contributed to the Columbus 

Lodge Scholarship Program for over two decades.  Only recently, 

we found out about his passing on February 8,  2021. His caring 

and giving nature to the community he served will be missed.  
 

“Dr. V” was  a trained, certified, and licensed orthodontist who 

received his Doctor of Dental Surgery from NYU. After two years 

of military service as a dentist and a one-year internship, he 

earned an M.S. in orthodontics at Fairleigh Dickinson University. 
  

Dr. V as also an associate professor at Stony Brook University 

School of Dental Medicine and was on the staff of LIJ Medical 

Center and Good Samaritan Hospital. His career spanned over 40 

years making beautiful smiles shine brighter. His son Joseph will 

continue his father’s tradition. 
 

 

 

In Loving Memory of . . .  
 





In Loving Memory of Marie Iannone . . .  
 

Congratulations to  

Our Scholarship Award Recipients 

Lovingly, 
Michael Iannone 

PAST PRESIDENT 1984-1985 

  

 



 
ALWAYS REMEMBERED 

 

Your Loving Family 
 
 



In Loving Memory of . . .  
 
 
 

John Michael Bove 
1950 – 1972 

 

and  
 

Salvatore J. Bove  
“Sonny” 

 

1923-2018 
 

 

YOU ARE ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS 

 
 
 
 

BEST WISHES . . .   
 

COLUMBUS LODGE #2143 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

TO THE  
 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 



CONGRATULATIONS   

TO  

FRED BELLISE  
AND  

BEST WISHES  

COLUMBUS LODGE #2143 

YOURS TRULY,   
 

AL DeBLASIO  
DISTRICT II STATE DEPUTY  

 



Best Wishes  

to  

FRED BELLISE  
and  

Congratulations to  

All the Scholarship Recipients 

 

HOME LODGE 

Offering Business Opportunities For Over 58-Years. 

from 

COLUMBUS 



I am proudly dedicating 

this page to my husband, 

Fred J. Bellise, for the 

accomplishments he 

achieved as President 

and for the continued 

contributions as Past 

President of the lodge. 
 

Lovingly, 

Sandy 

A First Lady Dedication 
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Congratulations 
Brother and Sisters of  

Columbus Lodge #2143 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 
Established March 28, 1915 

 

 Better Homes and Gardens  

 Real Estate Dream Properties 

 980 Broadway 

 Massapequa, NY 11758 

 Phone: 516.633.1435 

 
From 

KEITH WILSON 

Best Wishes to 

FRED BELLISE 
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 Better Homes and Gardens  

 Real Estate Dream Properties 

 980 Broadway 

 Massapequa, NY 11758 

 Phone: 516.984.3791 

 
From 

SAL POLITO 

Best Wishes to 

All the Scholarship Recipients 



 

S
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Embassy DINER 

4280 Hempstead Tpk. 

Bethpage, NY 11714 

(516) 796-1132 

Congratulations Columbus Lodge!  



 

S
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Congratulations  

to all 

COLUMBUS LODGE  

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!  

FRANK & FRANCES BELTRANI 

In supporting the Young Men and Women in their quest 
for High Education, We Give Rise to us all. 

  
Congratulation to the Scholarship Recipients and Best 

Wishes to all who strive for greater knowledge. 
 
 

LOUIS & MADELINE 
CAPPONI  
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How do you replace the irreplaceable? 
 

Rest in Peace 
Louis J. Gallo Jr. 

1946-2022 

From 
Your Friends at  

Columbus Lodge #2143 



HON. ANGELO D. RONCALLO 
(Founding member) 

1927-2010 
 

AND  
 

Daughter JEAN RONCALLO 
1959-2020 

 
 

 

Always Remembered 
The Membership 



JOHN VENDITTO 
1949-2020 

 

 
 

 

Always Remembered 
 



In Loving Memory of Our Beloved Son 

CAPT. JOHN S. MOSCHELLA - FDNY 

 
 

All our love forever, 
 

Sal and Marjorie Moschella 
 
 
 
 

9/11 Never  Forget 







Columbus Lodge #2143  

Journal History 
Raising the bar thru Education Grants 


